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SAMPLE TOPICS

Lone Wolf v. Hitchcock (1903): Debated Rights

Kill the Indian and Save the Man: The Impact of Indian Boarding Schools:  
Debated Philosophies

Educational Amendment Act: Equality Debated
 

Broadening Boundaries—Shrinking limitations

the question of slavery 

 
in the Northwest

Sample  
Topics
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TOPIC SUCCESSES FAILURES CONSEQUENCES

DE
BA

TE Constitutional Convention 1787 The Constitutional Convention 
succeeded in continuous  

unity of the nation

The Constitutional Convention 
ignored the slavery question

Civil War

DI
PL

O
M

AC
Y Yalta Conference Yalta Conference succeeded in 

bringing the U.S., England and 
Russia into diplomatic dialogue

U.S. and Britain compromised  
too much resulting in the 

establishment of the Eastern Block

 Spread of Communism

Suggested Teaching Idea:  
Debate and Diplomacy Semantic Map

National Archives and Records Administration

United States Library of Congress

National Archives and Records Administration

Debate and Diplomacy in History Worksheet

For the Teacher: In the diagram below, demonstrate to students how to expand a topic and explore successes, failures and consequences, 
using The Constitutional Convention and The Yalta Conference as examples.

Next, ask pairs of students to select two or three topics on the sample topic list on page 10.  Working together, students conduct 
preliminary research and complete the form by adding information about the topics that were selected. Finally, the students present  
the topics they researched and what was discovered.


